Dates: Groundbreaking: June 10, 1896 — Cornerstone set: September 11, 1896 — Dedication: June 8, 1897
Library moves in: late Aug/September 1897 — Completion (except for murals): Nov/December 1897

The building was not completed when the Library moved in. In an announcement early in the fall
semester it was noted that the Library would open limited hours until electricity was installed in the
building. The East Reading Room was not completed until November.

Basement — now referred to as first floor

1A: Art Museum — included plaster busts that were purchased by Gregory, latter this area was outfitted
with shelves and served as the ordering department and newspaper room. It latter became a single
large lecture room for the Law School and is currently subdivided into offices and computer labs.

1B: This room latter served as the US Post Office and is now an office.

1C: Fan room — this room contained mechanical equipment including the fans for the building’s original
forced air heating system.

1D: Cataloging and Receiving — this room served as the receiving and cataloging room and had an
entrance to the stacks by the freight elevator. The part of the top step of this entrance can still be
seen in the northeast corner of the stacks. This room is now a hallway.

1E: Electric freight elevator — This elevator was used to move books between floors of the stacks. The
stacks also contained a smaller dumbwaiter. The elevator shaft is now used as a passage for
ventilation and water pipes through the stacks.

1F: This room originally was outfitted with lockers for students. It latter was used by the Library.
It has also served as a lecture room and is currently subdivided into computer labs and networking

equipment.

First floor — now referred to as second floor

2A: West Reading Room
2B: Conversation Room — Map Room — Librarian’s Office

2C: Rotunda — The delivery room has been modified from it’s original state by the relocation of the
circulation desk, addition of airconditioning units, and the creation of the clerk’s office. Additional
changes include the removal of the stained glass dome and skylight, and installation of plastic walls
around the upper hallway. Most of the stenciling in this area remains; however, some has been lost
along with all of the original work in the reading rooms and upper hall around the rotunda.

2D: Current Periodicals Room — This room has been subdivided into offices and currently houses the
Mathematics Undergraduate Studies offices.

2E: East Reading Room — The East Reading Room was blocked off by the 1956 addition’s need for a hall
to the front of the building. The room is currently the Mathematica computer lab.

2F: Librarian’s Office — The office is now a Men’s Room and hallway to connect the east addition.






